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These scripts were written for the 4icentennial “inutes 
project of the Public Relations “ommittee. I wrote these 
Buxemkyx but only those for Highland and Munster were 
taped. I didn't have time to work with another station 

so the others weren't taped. You may keep these for 

your KX collection if you like. A booklet might be printed 
later containing all the scripts written by Gary, Hammond, 
East “hicago, “hiting and Me. 


BY MARY BARRICKMAN 


LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


TAKE ONE IRON SPOON, THE BIGGER THE BETTER, HEAT IN THE 
FIREPLACE UNTIL THE METAL IS HOT ENOUGH TO BEND AND MAKE 

A CIRCLE OF THE HANDLE. 

FILL THE BOWL OF THE SPOON WITH LARD AND ADD A SMALL STRIP 

OF CLOTH 

YOU HAVE JUST HEARD THE DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING AN OIL LAMP 
SUCH AS THOSE USED BY THE EARLY SETTLERS. 

MANY OF TODAY'S REFINEMENTS HAD THEIR HUMBLE BEGINNINGS 

WITH THE PIONEERS. ANOTHER EXAMPLE IS HAND MADE SHOES WHEN 
THE SHOEMAKER TRAVELED FROM HOME TO HOME STAYING AT EACH UNTIL 


LEATHER SHOES HAD BEEN MADE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY. 


SOURCE: "HISTORY OF LAKE COUNTY: OLD SETTLERS AND HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF LAKE COUNTY." 1929 P. 177 LCPL 
INDIANA COLLECTION 


CEDAR LAKE 


BY MARY BARRICKMAN 


THE LAND WHICH NOW INCLUDES THE TOWN OF CEDAR LAKE WAS PURCHASED 
FROM THE POTOWATAMI INDIANS IN 1832 AND FIRST VISITED BY THE 
WHITE MAN IN 1835. 

IT WAS SETTLED RAPIDLY, AND THE FIRST FAMILIES NOVED TO THE AREA 
IN 1836. 

BY 1880 THE TOWN NEEDED A SAWMILL, AND A SITE AT THE HEAD OF THE 
LAKE WAS CHOSEN. 

THIS HAD BEEN A FAVORITE PICNIC AND CAMPING GROUND FOR THE TOWNS- 
PEOPLE, SO IMAGINE THEIR SHOCK WHEN CONSTRUCTION CREWS UNEARTHED 
20 HUMAN SKELETONS. 

SOME WERE INTERTWINED WITH THE ROOTS OF TREES ESTIMATED TO BE 200 
YEARS OLD, WHICH INDICATED THAT THE BODIES HAD BEEN IN THE GROUND 
AT LEAST THAT LONG, 

THE FACT THAT THEY WERE HEAPED TOGETHER AND NO WEAPONS WERE FOUND 
LED EXPERTS TO BELIEVE THAT THESE WERE VANQUISHED INDIAN WARRIORS, 


PERHAPS FROM A TRIBE THAT FELL BEFORE THE VALOR OF THE LAKE INDIANS. 


CEDAR LAKE 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 


LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


THE CIRCUIT RIDERS OF PIONEER DAYS PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN 
THE BUILDING OF CIVILIZATION. 

THEY WERE STRONG MEN, PHYSICALLY, MENTALLY, AND MORALLY, WHO 
RODE LONELY TRAILS, OFTEN THROUGH UNBROKEN FORESTS, TO SPREAD 
THE WORK OF GOD AND TO MINISTER TO THE SETTLERS. 

TYPICAL OF THESE WAS THE REVEREND MERRIT FREEMAN STRIGHT, A 
METHODIST MINISTER WHO, LIKE HIS FATHER BEFORE HIM, RODE THE 
CIRCUITS OF LAKE COUNTY. 

HE WAS BORN IN 1850 AND BEGAN RIDING THE CIRCUIT IN 1800, 
USUALLY BOARDING WITH HIS PARISHIONERS. 

HE WAS A FRIEND TO THE INDIANS AS WELL AS THE WHITE MAN AND 
MANY TIMES WAS A VISITOR IN INDIAN CAMPS. 

MANY OF TODAY'S CHURCHES OWE THEIR VERY EXISTANCE TO THESE 
COURAGEOUS MEN OF GOD WHO BRAVED THE ELEMENTS AND OTHER DANGERS 


ARMED ONLY WITH A SADDLEBAG AND A BIBLE. 


SOURCE: "LIFE OF A CIRCUIT RIDER," BY MERRIT F. STRIGHT, FOUND 
IN HISTORY OF LAKE COUNTY - OLD SETTLER AND HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA, PAGE 149. 

LCPL INDIANA COLLECTION 1977.299. 


CEDAR LAKE 
HENRY WELLS 
FIRST SHERIFF OF LAKE COUNTY 
1834 - 1876 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 


LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


HENRY WELLS CAME INTO LAKE COUNTY ON FOOT ON NOVEMBER 3, 1834, 
AND SLEPT OVERNIGHT IN A TREETOP AT CEDAR LAKE. ON THE FOURTH 
OF JULY IN 1836, THE SQUATTERS UNION OF LAKE COUNTY WAS ORGANIZED 
BY SOLON ROBINSON, WILLIAM CLARK, AND HENRY WELLS, AMONG OTHERS. 
ITS PURPOSE WAS TO PROVIDE BETTER SECURITY FOR THE SETTLERS UPON 
PUBLIC LAND. IN 1837 LAKE COUNTY WAS ORGANIZED, AND WELLS WAS 
APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR TO BE ITS FIRST SHERIFF. IT IS SAID 
THAT WELLS WALKED TO INDIANAPOLIS, THAT YEAR TORECEIRE HIS 
COMMISSION. HE RETURNED ON FOOT, AND THE TRIP BOTH WAYS TOOK 
FOUR WEEKS. HE SERVED AS SHERIFF AGAIN IN 1843 AND 1845 AND 
HELD THE OFFICE OF TREASURER FROM 1848 TO 1855. TRADITION HAS 
IT THAT HENRY WELLS AND ALEC CLARK MANAGED THE TEAM AND PLOW 
THAT TURNED THE FIRST FURROW IN LAYING OUT MAIN STREET IN 
CROWN POINT. 

CONDENSED FROM AN ARTICLE 

JEANNIE WELLS LEHMAN 

BY STEVEN YAROS, JR. 


FROM LAKE COUNTY HISTORY 
VOLUME Xl 


HOBART 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 


LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


THE AGE OF RAPID TRANSPORTATION ARRIVED IN HOBART IN 1902 
WHEN A LOCAL MAN PURCHASED THE TOWN'S FIRST AUTOMOBILE, A 
ONE CYLINDER OLDS. ANOTHER RESIDENT SPENT TWO YEARS BUILDING 
HIS OWN CAR. 

THIS SOUPED-UP MODEL WAS CAPABLE OF SPEEDS UP TO 30 MILES PER 
HOUR. THE LICENSE COST $1 AND WAS GOOD FOR THE LIFE OF THE 
CAR. THE TOWN WASN'T USED TO SPEEDS SUCH AS THAT, HOWEVER, 
AND IN 1904 THE TOWN BOARD ADOPTED AN ORDINANCE WHICH STATED 
"ANY PERSON OR PERSONS WHO WILL OPERATE AND RUN AN AUTO OR 
VEHICLE OF ANY KIND AT A SPEED TO EXCEED SIX MILES PER HOUR 
IN SAID TOWN UPON CONVICTION THEREOF SHALL BE FINED A SUM 


NOT TO EXCEED $10." 


ST. JOHN 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 
LCPL 
SAINT JOHN IS NAMED AFTER JOHN HACK, THE FIRST GERMAN TO 
MAKE HIS HOME HERE. IT WAS SETTLED IN 1838, AND IT IS THE 
OLDEST TOWN IN SAINT JOHN TOWNSHIP AND ONE OF THE OLDEST IN 
THE COUNTY. 
HISTORIAN TIMOTHY BALL WROTE IN 1884 THAT THE TOWN HAD THE NAME 
OF BEING A PEACEABLE PLACE. IT WAS OBVIOUSLY A HEALTHY PLACE 
TO LIVE TOO. 
BALL SAYS SEVERAL PHYSICIANS HAD LOCATED IN TOWN, BUT SOON, 
FINDING THAT THE PEOPLE WERE TOO HEALTHY TO REQUIRE THEIR 
SERVICES, THEY LEFT FOR LESS FAVORABLE LOCATIONS. 


IT SEEMED TO BE AN UNHEALTHY COMMUNITY--FOR DOCTORS. 


CEDAR LAKE 


BY MARY BARRICKMAN 


THE FIRST SCHOOL HOUSE IN CEDAR LAKE WAS THE BINXON SCHOOL 
EAST SIDE OF THE LAKE. IT WAS HEATED BY A BOX STOVE AND 

EACH FAMILY WAS REQUIRED TO DELIVER A LOAD OF WOOD SOMETIME 
DURING THE WINTER. THE BOYS CUT IT INTO STOVE LENGTHS AND 
THE GIRLS CARRIED IT INTO THE BUILDING. THE SEATS WERE MADE 
OF PLANKS AND HAD NO BACKS. THEY WERE SO HIGH THAT ONLY THE 
BIGGEST STUDENTS COULD REST THEIR FEET ON THE FLOOR. THE 
GREATEST HANDICAP THOUGH WAS THE LACK OF BOOKS. THE PARENTS 
WERE TOO POOR TO BUY THEM AND ANYWAY THEY THOUGHT THE TEACHER 
COULD MANAGE UNTIL TIMES WERE BETTER. THE TEACHER HAD NO HOME 
BUT STAYED WITH THE STUDENTS FAMILIES. ONE WEEK FOR EACH 


CHILD. HER SALARY WAS $14 A MONTH. 


PEEK AT THE PAST 
BICENTENNIAL PROJECT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ONE-MINUTE RADIO SCRIPT 
MUNSTER 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 

LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
THIS IS EVELYN FREESE, FORMER MUNSTER LIBRARIAN, WITH ANOTHER 
PEEK AT THE PAST. IN 1815 WHEN INDIANA BECAME A STATE, MUNSTER 
WAS LITTLE MORE THAN A SWAMPLAND. RIDGE ROAD WAS KNOWN AS "THE 
OLD PIKE" AND WAS USED BY INDIANS AS A SHORTCUT TO THE GREATE 
PRAIRIES AND LATER BY TRAVELERS ON THEIR WAY TO FORT DEARBORN. 
THE ONLY REST STOP WAS THE WAY STATION INN BUILT IN 1837 AT 
WHAT IS NOW THE CORNER OF RIDGE ROAD AND COLUMBIA AVENUE. 
ALLEN BRASS, ONE OF THE AREA'S FIRST SETTLERS, PURCHASED THE 
INN, AND IT BECAME KNOWN AS THE OLD BRASS TAVERN. THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT IS IMPORTANT IN MUNSTER HISTORY BECAUSE IT HOUSED THE REGION'S 
ONLY TELEGRAPH OFFICE. IT WAS BY THIS MEANS THAT THE AREA RECEIVED 
THE NEWS OF THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
THIS HISTORIC MINUTE HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE MUNSTER PUBLIC 


LIBRARY 


(MUNSTER SUN JOURNAL, 7/8/72 AND 5/23/74, LCPL INDIANA COLLECTION) 


PEEK AT THE PAST 
BICENTENNIAL PROJECT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ONE-MINUTE RADIO SCRIPT 
MUNSTER 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 


LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


THIS IS MARY BARRICKMAN PUBLIC RELATIONS COORDINATOR FOR 

THE LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY WITH ANOTHER PEEK AT THE 

PAST. WHEN INDIANA BECAME A STATE IN 1816 THE INDIANA 
TERRITORY OPENED FOR SETTLING. THE FUTURE TOWN OF MUNSTER 
WAS A PART OF THE CALUMET REGION WHICH TOOK IN THE AREA 

FROM MICHIGAN CITY TO HAMMOND. IT WAS TO REMAIN UNSETTLED 
HOWEVER UNTIL IT BECAME KNOWN AS INDIANA'S LAST FRONTIER. 

IN 1883 WITH THE COMPLETION OF THE DEARBORN DETROIT TRAIL 
NEAR MICHIGAN CITY THE AREA BECAME MORE ACCESSIBLE TO 
SETTLERS. RIDGE ROAD WAS CALLED THE OLD PIKE AND ORIGINALLY 
THE SECTION OF COLUMBIA AVENUE SOUTH OF RIDGE ROAD WAS ONLY 

A FIELD PATH BARRED BY A WOODEN GATE. THIS LATER BECAME THE 
DYER ROAD. COLUMBIA AVENUE IS DESCRIBED IN OLD COUNTY RECORDS 
AS THE FIRST NORTH SOUTH ROAD IN THE CALUMET REGION. THIS 
HISTORIC MINUTE HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE MUNSTER LIBRARY 


AND STATION WJOB. 


PEEK AT THE PAST 
BICENTENNIAL PROJECT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ONE=MINUTE RADIO SCRIPT 
MUNSTER 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 


LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


THIS IS MARY BARRICKMAN HEAD OF PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR THE 
LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY WITH ANOTHER PEEK AT THE PAST. 
WHEN WE LOOK AT THE BEAUTIFUL RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY THAT 

IS MUNSTER TODAY IT'S HARD TO PICTURE HOW IT MUST HAVE 
LOOKED OVER 200 YEARS AGO. AT THAT TIME IT WAS UNDER 

FRENCH RULE AND WAS MOSTLY USELESS SWAMPLAND. IT WAS HELD 
BY THE BRITISH FROM 1763 UNTIL AFTER THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 
THE FIRST SETTLERS WERE DUTCH FARMERS FROM THE NETHERLANDS 
WHO ARRIVED IN 1846. ONE OF THESE WAS JACOB MUNSTER THE 
FIRST POSTMASTER FOR WHOM THE TOWN IS NAMED. AT THE CENTER 
OF THE NEW WORLD DUTCH SETTLEMENT WERE THE POST OFFICE A 
SCHOOLHOUSE AND A STORE. NEAR THE POINT THE GRAND TRUNK 

AND PENNSYLVANIA RAILROADS CAME TOGETHER AND MUNSTER WAS WELL 
KNOWN AS A SHIPPING, BUSINESS AND SOCIAL CENTER OF ONE OF THE 
MOST UNIQUE COMMUNITIES IN LAKE COUNTY. THIS HISTORIC MINUTE 


HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE MUNSTER PUBLIC LIBRARY AND WJOB. 


SOURCE: SUN-JOURNAL PROGRESS EDITION 7/8/72 


PEEK AT THE PAST 
BICENTENNIAL PROJECT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ONE-MINUTE RADIO SCRIPT 
MUNSTER 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 


LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


THIS IS MARY BARRICKMAN PUBLIC RELATIONS COORDINATOR FOR 

THE LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY WITH ANOTHER PEEK AT THE 

PAST. THE FIRST SETTLERS IN MUNSTER WERE DUTCH FAMILIES 

FROM HOLLAND. THEY HAD FOUGHT OPPRESSION IN THEIR NATIVE 
COUNTRY FOR OVER TEN YEARS AND HAD FINALLY LEFT FAMILIES 

AND FRIENDS FOR A NEW HOME IN AMERICA. CROSSING THE ATLANTIC 
TOOK WEEKS AND EVEN MONTHS AND MANY DIED ABOARD SHIP FROM 
CONTAGIOUS DISEASES AND WERE BURIED AT SEA. THE DUTCH WERE 
SKILLED FARMERS AND DOUND THE RICH LAND AROUND MUNSTER IDEAL 
FOR FARMING. SOME SAID THE HOUSES AND TRUCK GARDENS WITH THE 
WORKERS AMONG THE GROWING VEGETABLES AND FLOWERS SEEMED TO MAKE 
A PICTURE LIFTED FROM OLD HOLLAND ITSELF. A CHANGE WAS FELT 
WITH THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD AND MUNSTER GRADUALLY CHANGED 
IT WAS INCORPORATED AS A TOWN IN 1910. THIS HISTORICAL MINUTE 


WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE MUNSTER LIBRARY AND STATION WJOB. 


SOURCE: MUNSTER SUN JOURNAL, 7/8/72 


PEEK AT THE PAST 
BICENTENNIAL PROJECT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ONE-MINUTE RADIO SCRIPT 
MUNSTER 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 
LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

THIS IS MARY BARRICKMAN OF THE LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
WITH ANOTHER PEEK AT THE PAST. BEFORE 1857 ALL OF THE 
LAND BETWEEN RIDGE ROAD AND LINCOLN HIGHWAY WAS UNDER WATER, 
16 FEET IN SOME AREAS. THE LAND WAS OPENED UP FOR DEVELOPMENT 
THROUGH THE EFFORTS OF AARON HART A FORMER PUBLISHER FROM 
PHILADELPHIA. HE PURCHASED SOME 30,000 ACRES OF THE DESPISED 
SWAMPLAND FROM THE GOVERNMENT AND PROCEEDED TO CONSTRUCT AN 
ELABORATE SYSTEM OF DITCHES DRAINING THE WATER INTO THE LITTLE 
CALUMET RIVER. THE MAIN ARTERY WAS THE HART DITCH. WHEN IT 
NEEDED TO BE DEEPENED A HUGE BOX WAS FILLED WITH SAND AND DRAWN 
OUT BY OXEN. THERE WERE NO SCRAPERS OR STEAM SHOVELS IN THOSE 
DAYS AND THAT WAS THE BEGINNING OF THE BIG DITCH YOU NOW CROSS 
ON RIDGE ROAD WEST OF HIGHLAND. DITCHES BECAME A HOBBY AS WELL 
AS A BUSINESS FOR HART AND IT IS IRONIC THAT HE LOST HIS LIFE 
IN A CAVE-IN IN ONE OF HIS DITCHES. THIS HISTORIC MINUTE HAS 
BEEN BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE MUNSTER PUBLIC LIBRARY AND STATION 


WJOB. 


SOURCE: '"'A CENTURY AT THE ¢rossRoADs" 


SOUVENIR BOOK OF SCHERERVILLE, 1966. AND MUNSTER 
SUN-JOURNAL 7/8/72 


PEEK AT THE PAST 
BICENTENNIAL PROJECT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ONE-MINUTE RADIO SCRIPT 
HIGHLAND 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 


LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


THIS IS MARY BARRICKMAN OF THE LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
WITH ANOTHER PEEK AT THE PAST. THE FIRST SETTLERS DIDN'T 
ARRIVE IN HIGHLAND UNTIL 1847 BUT THE AREA RAPIDLY BECAME 

A BUSTLING CENTER OF PROGRESS. THE ERIE RAILROAD REACHED 
HIGHLAND FROM CHICAGO IN 1883 AND ITS FIRST INDUSTRY, A 
KRAUT FACTORY, WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1890. THE BUSINESS WAS 
LATER SOLD TO LIBBY MCNEIL, AND LIBBY WHO PUT A SALTING 

SHED FOR PICKLES AND PICKLED ONIONS AND A PLANT FOR COOKING 
TOMATOES. A GREAT MANY WERE TRUCK FARMERS. WHEN THE SEASON 
WAS OPEN THE CANNERY WOULD CUT FROM 60 to 100 TONS OF CABBAGE 
A DAY. WHY, DURING THE HEIGHT OF THE PLANTING SEASON IT WAS 
NOTHING TO SEE AS MANY AS 100 WAGONS WAITING TO UNLOAD. THE 
FARMERS EVENTUALLY TURNED TO RAISING LIVESTOCK AND GROWING 
MORE OF A VARIETY OF GOODS HOWEVER AND LIBBY, MCNEIL AND LIBBY 
MOVED TO BLUE ISLAND, ILL. THIS HISTORICAL MINUTE HAS BEEN 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE HIGHLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY AND STATION WJOB. 


SOURCE: HIGHLAND SUN JOURNAL 7/8/72 


PEEK AT THE PAST 
BICENTENNIAL PROJECT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ONE-MINUTE RADIO SCRIPT 
HIGHLAND 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 


LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


THIS IS MRS. LON MONBECK OF HIGHLAND WITH ANOTHER PEEK 

AT THE PAST. THE FIRST RESIDENTS OF HIGHLAND WERE MICHAEL 
AND JUDITH JOHNSTON, WHO TRAVELED THROUGH IN 1847 ON THEIR 
WAY TO ILLINOIS, WHERE MRS. JOHNSTON HAD A CONTRACT TO TEACH 
SCHOOL. THEY WERE SO ATTRACTED BY THE WOODS AND MARSHES IN 
THE HIGHLAND AREA THAT THEY DECIDED THAT WAS WHERE THEY WOULD 
MAKE THEIR HOME. JOHNSTON ESCORTED HIS WIFE TO ILLINOIS, AND 
HE RETURNED TO BUILD A CABIN AND SET UP HOUSEKEEPING. HIS 
WIFE JOINED HIM THE NEXT YEAR, AND THEY MADE THEIR LIVING BY 
TRAPPING, FISHING, AND RAISING WHEAT AND CORN. DURING THE 
INDIAN HUNTING SEASON THEY TRADED WITH THE POTOWATAMI AND MIAMI 
TRIBES. MORE SETTLERS FOLLOWED THE JOHNSTONS, AND ALL WERE 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE EDUCATION OF THE CHILDREN, MRS. JOHNSTON 
BECAME HIGHLAND'S FIRST TEACHER WHEN SHE OPENED A SCHOOL IN 
HER HOME. SHE TAUGHT FOR 11 YEARS, AND ONE OF HIGHLAND'S 
GRADE SCHOOLS IS NAMED FOR HER. THIS HISTORIC MINUTE HAS BEEN 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE HIGHLAND LIBRARY. 


SOURCE: "HIGHLAND INDIANA" SEMI-CENTENNIAL BOOKLET PUBLISHED 
BY THE 1960 JUBILEE COMMITTEE, LOUIS BEILFUSS, CHAIRMAN 


PEEK AT THE PAST 
BICENTENNIAL PROJECT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ONE-MINUTE RADIO SCRIPT 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 
LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


HIGHLAND 


THIS IS AMY JAYNES, POST TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT IN HIGHLAND 
WITH ANOTHER PEEK AT THE PAST. IN THE YEAR 1883 THE ERIE 
RAILROAD HAD REACHED HIGHLAND FROM CHICAGO. RAILROAD SURVEYORS 
HAD GIVEN THE FUTURE TOWN IT'S NAME BECAUSE IT WAS THE HIGHEST 
GROUND IN THE AREA. THE RIDGE WAS FLANKED ON BOTH SIDES BY 
WATER WITH LAKE MICHIGAN LESS THAN A HALF MILE TO THE NORTH. 
STRETCHING TO OLD LINCOLN HIGHWAY TO THE SOUTH WAS A SWAMP WITH 
15 TO 20 FEET OF WATER. HIGHLAND OFFICIALLY BECAME A TOWN ON 
APRIL 4, 1910. CHAIRMAN OF THE FIRST TOWN BOARD WAS CHARLES 
WIRTH AND THE FIRST MEETING WAS HELD IN THE OFFICE OF THE LIBBY 
PICKLE FACTORY. HIGHLAND'S FIRST MARSHALL, GEORGE STONEBROKER, 
THE STORY GOES, WAS QUITE STRICT IN ENFORCING THE SPEED LIMIT 
WHICH IN 1910 WAS EIGHT MILES AN HOUR. THIS HISTORIC MINUTE 
WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE HIGHLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY AND WJOB. 
SOURCE: "HISTORY OF HIGHLAND, INDIANS," BY NICHOLAS PROTER 


AND "THE HIGHLANDER," SEPT. 15, 1960, INDIANA 
COLLECTION, LCPL 


PEEK AT THE PAST 
BICENTENNIAL PROJECT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ONE-MINUTE RADIO SCRIPT 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 
LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


HIGHLAND 


THIS IS MARY BARRICKMAN PUBLIC RELATIONS COORDINATOR FOR 

THE LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY WITN ANOTHER PEEK AT THE 

PAST. INDIANA HAD NEARLY 150,000 IN 1820 BUT NO ONE LIVED 

IN LAKE COUNTY. MOST OF IT WAS WETLAND AND THE AREA AROUND 
HIGHLAND WAS CALLED THE "NORTHWEST SWAMPS" AS LATE AS 1845. 

BUT IT WAS KNOWN BY THE INDIANS AND EARLY FRENCH MISSIONARIES 

AS A BEAUTIFUL LAND. THE IMMENSE FOREST, WATER AND MARSHLANDS 
PROVIDED EXCELLENT HUNTING, FISHING, BLUEBERRIES AND CRANBERRIES. 
GAME WAS PLENTIFUL AND MEN BAGGED 120 DUCKS IN ONE DAY AND OVER 
30,000 MUSKRATS WERE TRAPPED IN A YEAR'S TIME. LAND WAS SELLING 
FOR $1.25 AN ACRE IN THOSE DAYS. HIGHLAND BECAME A TOWN IN 1910 
AND IN 1928 WAS BEING ASSESSED AT $325 AN ACRE. THIS HISTORICAL 
MINUTE HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE HIGHLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY 
AND STATION WJOB. 


SOURCE: "RECONNAISSANCE REPORT...1969, HIGHLAND, INDIANA" 
LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY...INDIANA COLLECTION 


PEEK AT THE PAST 
BICENTENNIAL PROJECT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ONE-MINUTE RADIO SCRIPT 
HIGHLAND 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 


LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


THIS IS MARY BARRICKMAN PUBLIC RELATIONS COORDINATOR FOR THE 
LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY WITH ANOTHER PEEK AT THE PAST. 

WHEN THE HIGHLAND TOWN GOVERNMENT MOVED ITS OFFICES TO THE 

NEW TOWN HALL RECENTLY MANY BOXES OF OLD TOWN RECORDS WERE 
FOUND IN DARK CORNER OF THE OLD BUILDING. DIGGING THROUGH 
THESE RECORDS DATING BACK TO 1910, WHEN THE TOWN WAS INCORPORATED, 
MANY INTERESTING FACTS ARE BROUGHT TO LIGHT. FOR INSTANCE TOWN 
ORDINANCE NO. 1 CREATED A TOWN BOARD OF THREE MEN AND ORDINANCE 
NO. 2 SET THEIR SALARIES AT $100 A YEAR. LOOKING AT A LEDGER 
BOOK OF 1917 WE SEE THAT THE TOWN INCOME OF THAT YEAR WAS JUST 
OVER $1,000 YET AT THE END OF THE YEAR IT SHOWED A BALANCE OF 
$4,000. THE TOWN WAS PLATTED IN 1884 AND CONSISTED OF FIVE 
SQUARE BLOCKS. THE HIGHLAND OF TODAY CAN BOAST OF BEING THE 
LARGEST TOWN IN INDIANA. THIS HISTORIC MINUTE HAS BEEN BROUGHT 


TO YOU BY THE HIGHLAND LIBRARY AND STATION WJOB. 


PEEK AT THE PAST 
BICENTENNIAL PROJECT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ONE-MINUTE RADIO SCRIPT 
MUNSTER 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 


LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


THIS IS NORMA BENOIT, VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE MUNSTER HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY, WITH ANOTHER PEEK AT THE PAST. IN 1855 LONG BEFORE 
MUNSTER BECAME A TOWN THE FIRST FAMILIES EMIGRAGED FROM THE 
NETHERLANDS TO MAKE THEIR HOME HERE. ATTRACTED BY THE RICH 
LANDS ALONG THE NORTH RIDGE OF THE LITTLE CALUMET RIVER THEY 
BECAME THE TOWN'S FIRST SETTLERS AND FARMERS. ENTERTAINMENT 

WAS MOSTLY THE ‘VISIT THE NEIGHBORS' TYPE AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

THEN WEREN'T ANY DIFFERENT THAN THOSE OF TODAY FOR THEY LOVED 

TO DANCE. THEIR MAIN SOCIAL ACTIVITY WAS A DANCE CLUB WITH 

EACH MEMBER TAKING A TURN AT ACTING AS HOST TO THE GROUP. BY 

THE TURN OF THE CENTURY MUNSTER HAD CHANGED FROM A FARMING 
COMMUNITY TO A SUBURBAN TOWN AND LEADING RESIDENTIAL AND BUSINESS 
CENTER. IT'S INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT IN 1907 WHEN MUNSTER 
BECAME A TOWN THE POPULATION WAS 543. THE 1973 CENSUS WAS 18,000. 
THIS HISTORIC MINUTE HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE MUNSTER 
LIBRARY. 


SOURCE: "STANDARD HISTORY OF LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA AND THE CALUMET 
REGION," BY WILLIAM HOWAT, M.D. LCPL INDIANA COLLECTION 


PEEK AT THE PAST 
BICENTENNIAL PROJECT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ONE-MINUTE RADIO SCRIPT 
HIGHLAND 
BY MARY BARRICKMAN 


LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


THIS IS JAMES GINTHER, NORTH TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE WITH ANOTHER 
PEEK AT THE PAST. DURING THE EARLY DAYS OF HIGHLAND WHILE 
MUCH OF IT WAS STILL SWAMPLAND LARGE TRACTS OF PROPERTY WENT 
TO OUTSIDERS WHO THOUGHT TO IMPROVE THE PROPERTY AND OFFER 

IT FOR SALE. DURING THIS PERIOD THE RIDGE ALMOST DISAPPEARED 
AS LAND WAS SOLD FOR FILL AND TOO MANY TREES WERE SOLD FOR 
LUMBER TO BUILD HOMES IN CHICAGO. IN 1925 A GROUP OF PROMINENT 
MEN BEGAN A CAMPAIGN TO SAVE THE LAST GREAT STAND OF TREES TO 
ESTABLISH A PARK IN MEMORY OF MEN WHO HAD DIED IN WORLD WAR l. 
IT TOOK A LOT OF WORK AND A SPECIAL ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE BUT 
IN 1927 WICKER MEMORIAL PARK WAS DEDICATED BY PRESIDENT CALVIN 
COOLIDGE. THIS HISTORIC MINUTE HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE 


HIGHLAND LIBRARY. 


SOURCE: "HISTORY OF HIGHLAND" INDIANA COLLECTION, LCPL 
"RECONNAISSANCE REPORT, HIGHLAND, INDIANA, 1969" 
LCPL INDIANA COLLECTION 


